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Maturity
Days to flower: 64-72 Qld; 70-78 NSW

Chopper reaches soft dough stage which is the
recommended cutting stage, about 25 days after flowering
or between 85-95 days from planting.

Plant type

A tall late maturing grain sorghum, Chopper grows to

a height of 2 metres. It is a very vigorous plant with an
attractive, broad shiny leaf. It produces a large, solid white
grain sorghum head. Grain fill is excellent and grain size

is medium to large. Chopper planting seed is large and
vigorous, which makes it easy to plant and ensures good
even establishment.

Yield potential

Under irrigated conditions Chopper has a grain yield
potential of 7-9t/ha. Silage yields of 30 - 50t/ha @ 68%
moisture content have been recorded.

Under dryland conditions grain yields vary from
2.5 - 5.5t/ha and silage yields from 20-35t/ha @ 68%
moisture content.

While Chopper can produce a good grain yield it is not
recommended as a grain hybrid, because the height of the
plant would jeopardise the standability

at full maturity.

Feed quality

Under good growing conditions the quality of silage
obtained from Chopper will be similar to that achieved
with corn.

Digestibility 60 - 65%
Protein 7-98%
Metabolisable energy 9 - 10.5 MJ/Kg

Planting recommendations

Chopper is recommended for use as pit or bunker silage,
in irrigated or dryland situations. While potential yield of
the initial crop is not as high as corn, Chopper’s ability to
ratoon can give greater overall yields than corn in some
situations. Chopper is considered a much more reliable
option than corn in hot and/or dry conditions.
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Results from a trial conducted by Pacific Seeds Forage Team showing
the effect of growth stage on crude protein and metabolisable energy of
Chopper. Sampling started when the crop was 0.8m and continued at
regular intervals for ten weeks until plants had flowered.

Planting rate

Marginal dryland 2.5 - 4 kg/ha
Favourable dryland 4 - 6 kg/ha
Irrigated-high rainfall 6 - 8 kg/ha

Cutting recommendations

It is important to cut Chopper when it reaches the milky to
soft dough stage. Delaying cutting after this can affect the
quality of the feed and may result in lodging of the crop. Soft
dough stage should be reached 85-95 days from planting. At
this time the crop will be around 68% moisture and can be
ensiled without wilting.

Regrowth

In comparison to other silage sorghums Chopper has
demonstrated excellent regrowth potential. Under good
growing conditions a second cut is possible.

Second cut yields as high as 30t/ha @ 68% moisture have
been recorded with grain yields of over 4t/ha.

Total yield over two cuts can exceed 60t/ha. Chopper may
be grazed after cutting in these situations however, growers
should be aware of prussic acid. Precautions taken in grazing
other grain sorghum or forage sorghum regrowth should

be followed especially if the crop is stressed, or has new
regrowth. The provision of salt licks with 10% sulphur will
assist grazing animals to detoxify the prussic acid.

The information provided in this publication is intended as a guide only. Pacific Seeds Pty Ltd (including its officers, employees, contractors and agents) ('Pacific Seeds') can
not guarantee that every statement is without flaw of any kind.While Pacific Seeds has taken all due care to ensure that the information provided is accurate at the time of
Bublication, various factors, including planting times and environmental conditions may alter the characteristics and performance from plants.

acific Seeds shall not be liable for any errors or omissions in the information or for any loss, injury, damage or other consequence whatsoever that you or any person
might incur as a result of your use of or reliance upon the products (whether Pacific Seeds products or otherwise) and information which apﬁear in this publication.To the

maximum extent permitted by law, the liability of Pacific Seeds for any claim whatsoever arising out of the supplr or use of or reliance upon tl

e products and information

in this publication (including liability for breach of any condition or warranty implied by the Trade Practices Act 1974 or any other law) is limited at its discretion, to the
replacement of the products, the supply of equivalent products or the resupply of the publication. For application to specific conditions, seek further advice from a local

professional.
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